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Welcome to the first  CANI newsletter!  

You will find news of what CANI have been up to, what is next on our calendar, and links to the latest reviews and blogs posted on our 
website.  CANI could not exist  without its members, so thank you for cont inuing to support us. To be added to the mailing list  or if you 
have any ideas for events, or blogs,  please email us on classicalassociat ionni@hotmail.com or contact us through any of the social 
media out lets listed below. 

REVIEW

On 7 March, CANI began its talks 
programme for the year with Dr Laura 
Pfuntner (QUB) speaking on  'A Roman 
Holiday in Sicily,' 

Framed with a Grand Tour theme, Dr 
Pfuntner presented the mult ifaceted 
stance Rome had towards Sicily.

As Rome's first  overseas territory, it  
could be the 'imperial t raining ground' 
for men like Marcellus, Augustus and 
Aeneas. 

It  could be a haven for pirates and slave 
revolts, which gave way to workshops, 
warehouses and grain farms for Italy and 
more specifically, Rome itself. 

It  was once a cultured place, shorn of its 
riches by foreign (Roman) conquest, its 
art  and culture in need of saving by the 
mighty Cicero, who found the tomb of 
Archimedes but had a thriving tourist  
industry complete with tour guides by 
the end of the Republic.

?A Roman Holiday to Sicily? Dr 
Laura Pfuntner Review   

PREVIEW MEETING MARY

UPCOMING EVENTS IN 2018

CANI's next event is our annual film 
screening on Saturday 12th May at 2pm 
in the Ulster Museum, Botanic Gardens, 
Belfast.  This year we will show the 1963 
classic Jason and the Argonauts with  
iconic special effects by Ray 
Harryhausen.  The film is a U cert ificate 
so it  is suitable for all ages.  Entrance fee 
£5, under 16s free, drinks services 
available.  Everyone welcome!

On 5 March, CANI were  fortunate to 
attend William Crawley's BBC interview 
of Prof. Mary Beard as part  of the 
eye-opening new series Civilisations. 
Over the course of 90 minutes, Prof. 
Beard spoke on a variety of subjects 
linked to the show, its making, its 
predecessor by Kenneth Clark. 

Beard in Belfast : The 
Civilisations Tour  

'CANI Film Night  III: Jason and the 
Argonauts 
Ulster Museum Lecture Theatre 
£5 entrance, intro, drinks available 
12th May 2018, 2pm 
  
'Animals and Vegetarianism in Ant iquity' 
Dr Pamela Zinn
Old Staff Common Room, QUB
30th May 2018, 6.45pm 
  

Belfast  Summer School in Classics 
Beginners. Intermediate and Advanced 
Lat in and Greek 
16-20th July 2018
 
"Entertaining the Masses"
The Classical Associat ion of Ireland 
Summer School , Canada Room, QUB
 17th -  19th August 2018
Keynote speaker Natalie Haynes 
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Website: classicalassociat ionni.wordpress.com/  

Email: classicalassociat ionni@hotmail.com 

Twit ter: @ClassAssocNI 

Facebook: The Classical Associat ion in Northern Ireland 

Instagram: classassocni 

Youtube: www.youtube.com/channel/UCu_hK8FzOnWopWhBuQ0bd2g 

TOP 5 TWEETS

7th March
Who says the Classics and 
Ancient History don't interest 
primary school pupils? 
  

  

25th March
#OnThisDay in 708, 
Constantine becomes Pope. 
He would be the last Pope to 
visit Constantinople until 1967  
  

1st March 
Traditionally #OnThisDay in 
752BC, Romulus celebrated 
the first Roman triumph for his 
victory over Acron of Caenina  
  

26th March 
#OnThisDay in 590, the 4/6 
year old Theodosius was 
proclaimed co-emperor by his 
father Mauricius  
  

4th March 
#OnThisDay in 51, Claudius 
declares Nero as princeps 
iuventutis, the head of youth 

BLOG POSTS

CONTACT US

Monte Cassino and the Destruct ion of Historical Sites

With various events, talks and other writ ing tasks gett ing in the way, this month's new blog 
was the first  of 2018. And what a controversial subject it  chose to touch upon: the 
destruct ion of historical sites in the name of military strategic benefit .  The focus was on 
perhaps the most famous instance of such an episode - the Allied bombing of the monastery 
of Monte Cassino in 1944.

The illustrated and blog not only looks at the strategic dilemma caused by the monastery for 
the Allies but also various episodes in the near 1,500 year history of the monastery 
including its foundation, extended periods of abandonment, famous visitors and the 
suggest ion that the 1944 incident was not the first  t ime that the strategic posit ion of the 
monastery had become a bone of content ion between opposing forces.

Coming Soon: 

Sent ius the Centurion and Trajan's Conquest  of Adiabene 

Our next scheduled blog (there is always room for a last-minute addit ion) will look at the 
circumstances of the Roman emperor Trajan's attack on the Parthian Empire in the early 
second century CE and how it  allowed an otherwise unknown centurion called Sentius a 
chance to have his name and deeds recorded in the annals of history.
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