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Welcome to Issue V of the CANI Newsletter! 

It  has been a busy start  to 2019 for CANI, with a varied array of events taking place across Northern Ireland. We have also been busy lit t le bees in 
organising our programme for 2019/20, which looks like it  will be even more packed with events than usual! On top of those events, our online  
act ivit ies cont inue apace with tweets, blogs and posts, while our merchandise catalogue has also expanded. 

Highlighted and underlined text contain links to reviews, previews and blogs.

REVIEWS

On 2 February, the Belfast Summer 
School cont inued its expansion by 
host ing its first  Classical Languages 
Winter Refresher Course 

On 21 February, CANI4Schools returned 
to Dalriada, with a series of talks on the 
history, propaganda and personalit ies of 
Late Republican/Early Imperial Rome.

On 7 March, Dr Des O'Rawe (QUB)  
looked at several ways Classical Drama 
can be presented on the modern big 
screen in 'Framing Antigone'

On 12 March, CANI were invited to 
Armagh Robinson Library for the launch 
of the Aesop's Fables public exhibit ion.

REVIEWS PREVIEWS

UPCOMING EVENTS IN 2018/19

Schools' Classics Conference

On 14 March, CANI hosted our second 
annual Schools Classics Conference in 
the Ulster Museum.

Dr Greer Ramsay (UM) spoke on hoards, 
in connect ion with the on-going Hoards 
exhibit ion in the Ulster Museum.
 
In 'Strange Discoveries in Archaeology', 
Dr Katerina Kolotourou looked at the  
start ling finds in the Griffin Warrior's 
tomb.

Our keynote speaker was Prof. Michael 
Scott  (Warwick), who presented on 
'Understanding the Oracle at Delphi'

Legion Ireland also 
returned north to show off 
their Roman legionary 
equipment and knowledge

Are you interested in 
having CANI present 
curriculum support ing or 

general talks on the Classical World for 
your school or group? Contact us at the 
addresses below.

CANI Movie Night IV will 
see the Ulster Museum host 
a screening of Disney's 
Hercules on 4 May at 2pm.

CANI's 2018/19 talks programme will be 
completed by Lynn Gordon  (RBAI), who 
will present on the 'Reception of Classics 
in Irish Literature' on 22 May at 6.45pm.

CANI would also like to 
introduce the latest 
addit ion to our 
merchandise - a logo-ed 
canvas tote bag. Along with 
pens, notebooks, st ickers, 
mugs and annuals, they will 
be available for purchase 
at our forthcoming events. 

CANI Film Night  IV: Disney's Hercules  
Ulster Museum Lecture Theatre 
4 May 2019, 2pm
Introduct ion by Amber Taylor
£5 entrance, drinks services available    

'Recept ion of Classics in Irish Literature' 
Lynn Gordon (RBAI) 
Canada Room, Queen's University, Belfast  
22 May, 6.45pm 
  

Belfast  Summer School in Classics 
Beginners, Intermediate and Advanced 
Lat in and Greek 
Translat ion Workshops 
22 July - 1 August 2019 
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Website: classicalassociat ionni.wordpress.com/  

Email: classicalassociat ionni@hotmail.com 

Twit ter: @ClassAssocNI 

Facebook: The Classical Associat ion in Northern Ireland 

Instagram: classassocni 

Youtube: www.youtube.com/channel/UCu_hK8FzOnWopWhBuQ0bd2g 

TOP 5 TWEETS

2 March
The delight at finding that your favourite 
charity bookshop has taken delivery of 
an ent ire library collect ion of Greek and 
Roman history books... 
  
16 February 
#OnThisDay in 116, Trajan 
writes of Parthian 
victories to the Senate, but 
bemoans being too old to 
emulate Alexander 
  

4 March 
#OnThisDay in 51, 
Claudius declares Nero 
as princeps iuventut is, 
the head of youth 
  

25 January 
Happy 1999/2002nd 
Birthday to empress 
Messalina, born to 
Valerius Messalla 
Barbatus and Domit ia 
Lepida #OnThisDay in 
17/20 
 

23 February 
After the 2nd Hagia Sophia was burnt 
during the Nika Riots, #OnThisDay in 
532, Just inian ordered a church to outdo 
Solomon

BLOG POSTS

CONTACT US

So far this year, the CANI blog has hosted an extended Year in Review for 2018.

In the latest installment of My Favourite Picture of Ancient History, Dr Selga Medenieks wrote 
of her love for a photograph of Louis Armstrong playing the trumpet to his wife, Lucille, in 
front of the Great Pyramid and the Sphinx. The story of that picture took in Ancient Egypt, 
jazz diplomacy, the Cold War, colonial legacy and Melania Trump...

Dr Peter Crawford invest igated the strange case of a Roman  emperor, Silbannacus, who 
goes unrecorded by the literary sources, but appears on two  surviving coins, the first  of 
which only came to public attent ion when it  joined the collect ion of the Brit ish Museum in 
1937. But what can we ascertain about Silbannacus from two coins alone? Who was he? Did 
he actually exist? If so, when and where? 

Coming Soon:

The CANI blog has a few interest ing pieces already slated for the next few weeks. It  will look 
at Forging a Forger: 'Pompicus' and the Renegade Deserter, which will look at instances of 
forgery and false attribut ion amongst some prominent Greek philosophers. Dr John Curran 
(QUB) shares his thoughts on his Favourite Picture of Ancient History - Arnold Bocklein's 
Island of the Dead - and there will be a  look at the story of the Last Vestal Virgin on record at 
a t ime when pagan worship was being proscribed by the Theodosians.

Check out  the CANI blog HERE
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