
Issue VI I I : A pri l  2020
Welcome to Issue VIII of the CANI Newsletter! 

2020 has been busy for CANI so far. Late January/early February saw six CANI events in four weeks, including three in three days, with events for all 
ages. Technological upgrades also saw the expansion of our blog to include videos from some of our talks. 

Unfortunately, our public events have been affected by the coronavirus outbreak and we have taken thte decision to cancel the rest of the 2019/20 
programme. Stay tuned to our various social media out lets as well as your email inbox for further updates.
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REVIEWS

Schools Classics Conference 2020

This year, our Schools Conference was bigger 
than ever, host ing not just a large number of 
school pupils but also members of the public 
over the course of 7-8 February in the Ulster 
Museum.

Our friends from Legion Ireland marched 
north for both days, sharing their knowledge 
and amazing equipment, while the UM 
provided an artefact handling stall.

With help from Mrs Isabel Bredin, primary 
schoolers made a variety of Greek Drama 
masks. We also had a series of talks from  
Natalie Haynes, Greer Ramsay, Amber Taylor 
and Helen McVeigh on the Iliad, the UM's 
collect ion, Greek Drama and the Classics in 
Harry Potter respect ively.

For a more in-depth review, including photos 
and a link to Helen's full talk, click HERE

REVIEWS CANCELLATIONS

UPCOMING EVENTS IN 2019/20

The CANI event 
programme for 2020 
kicked off on 5 January 
with the Summer School 
Refresher Day in Classical 
Greek and Lat in.

On 29 
January, Dr Paul 
Tempan highlighted 
some of his 
etymological detect ive 
work in ?Lat in and 
Romance Loan-words 
in Early Irish?. A video of 
this talk is available on 

the CANI website and youtube channel.

On 6 February, Natalie 
Haynes returned to 
Belfast with another 
whirlwind talk; this t ime 
on  the mythological 
background to her 
excellent new novel, A 
Thousand Ships.

 
On 20 February, Drs 
John Curran and 
Peter Crawford 
spoke to 60 Sixth 
Form Classical 
Civilisat ion students 

at Dalriada School, Ballymoney on 
Augustan Rome, the fall of the Roman  
Republic and Virgil's Aeneid. Head over 
to our website for more information 
about these events.

Unfortunately, the outbreak of coronavirus 
has forced CANI to cancel the remainder of 
our planned programme of public talks for the 
rest of the academic year.

We would very much hope to have Dr Phelan, 
Dr Curran and Michael Hughes present for us 
at a later date and not doubt Spartacus will be 
screened at some point too.

The Belfast Summer School in Classical Greek 
and Lat in is also canceled for this year.

While the 2019/20 programme has been 
shelved, rest assured that plans are already in 
place for the 2020/21 programme and we 
hope to cont inue provide content for our 
followers on the CANI blog and youtube 
channel throughout the coming weeks and 
months.

Stay safe.

'Freud, the Greeks and the Invent ion of 
Personality'
Dr John Curran
29 April 2020, 6.45pm
0G/006 6 University Square, QUB

CANI Film Night  V: Spartacus
Ulster Museum Lecture Theatre, 4 May 
2020, 1pm
£5 entrance, brief introduct ion, drinks 
services available

'Savage Glory: Retelling the Iliad in 90s 
Northern Ireland'
Michael Hughes
Physics Bell Lecture Theatre, QUB
10 June 2020, 6.45pm
Summer Drinks and CANI Bookshop

Belfast  Summer School in Classics
Beginners, Intermediate and Advanced 
Lat in and Greek
20-31 July 2020

https://classicalassociationni.wordpress.com/2020/02/16/schools-classic-conference-in-the-ulster-museum-2020-review/


: classicalassociat ionni.wordpress.com/  

: classicalassociat ionni@hotmail.com 
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: The Classical Associat ion in Northern Ireland 

: classassocni 

: www.youtube.com/channel/UCu_hK8FzOnWopWhBuQ0bd2g 

26 Feb
The feast of Alexander, patriarch of 
Alexandria and leader of the 
opposit ion to Arianism at the 
Council of Nicaea, is celebrated
 

9 Feb 
#OnThisDay in 1883, eight 
statues of Vestal Virgins were 
uncovered in the Atrium of Vesta 
in Rome as Kaiser Wilhelm I 
watched [CIL 6, 32409]
 

1 Jan
#OnThisDayin 98, at the 
outset of his fourth consulship, 
the emperor Nerva had a 
stroke during a private 
audience
 

23 Feb 
#OnThisDayin 303, Dioclet ian 
ordered the destruct ion of the 
church at Nicomedia. The Great 
Persecut ion was underway

29 Jan
The feast of Gildas, a 6th 
century Brit ish monk known 
for his religious polemic history 
and influence on Bede, is held 
#OnThisDay

TOP 5 TWEETS BLOG POSTS

CONTACT US

So far in 2020, the CANI blog has presented a two-parter on 
Odoacer, 'king of Italy' and deposer of the 'last ' western Roman 
emperor during the fifth century. It  was divided into a look at the 
career of his chief bodyguard, Pierius, and a specific interact ion 
between Odoacer and Pierius regarding some land in Sicily, which is 
recorded on the oldest surviving original documennt from an ruler 
of Italy, all on a polit ical backdrop of Odoacer's war with Theoderic 
the Great.

It  has also seen a piece on three individuals who claimed to be the 
emperor Nero, months, years and even decades after his death in 68. This 
involves not just the story of Nero's death and the appearance of these 
impostors, but also some of the polit ical reasons behind the foreign 
support these impostors received.

The CANI blog has also expanded to host, through our youtube channel, 
some of the talks we have hosted so far this year, such as Dr Paul 
Tempan's '?Lat in and Romance Loanwords in Early Irish? and Helen 
McVeigh's ?Classical Influences in Harry Potter?. 

Coming Soon

There is a follow-up to impostor Nerones with a look at the religious legends that grew up 
around Nero and his supposed, inevitable return. We will keep up the Julio-Claudian flavour 
with a look at the scholarship undertaken by the emperor Claudius before and during his 
reign. There is also an ancient music-based piece in the pipeline regarding the Celt ic horn 
known as the carnyx and a brief look at Romano-Chinese relat ions in the seventh century.

Check out  the CANI blog HERE

https://classicalassociationni.wordpress.com/category/blog/
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