
Issue VI I : January 2020
Happy New Year and welcome to Issue VII of the CANI Newsletter! 

Our 2019/2020 programme of events is in full swing and cont inues to be an eclect ic mix. The new year will see talks on Lat in in Irish place names, 
Troy, Demosthenes, Freud and the Iliad in Northern Ireland.  There will also be a two-day conference in the Ulster Museum with talks, displays and 
act ivit ies for schools and the wider public. Cries of "I'm Spartacus!" will break out as our annual film night screens Stanley Kubrick's Hollywood epic. 
The CANI bookshop which will pop-up at some of our events, where you could pick up a classic bargain! We look forward to seeing you there!

N EW SLETTER

TH E CLA SSICA L 
A SSO CIATIO N  IN  
N O RTH ERN  IRELA N D  

REVIEWS

The first  CANI event of 2020 will be the 
Summer School Refresher Day on 5 January 
at QUB. This is open to anyone and if you are 
interested in brushing up on your Lat in or 
Greek,  contact  helenmcveigh@gmail.com

On 29 January, Paul Tempan will no doubt 
raise a lot  of interest ing murmurs of "I never 
knew that" when he presents on 'Lat in 
Etymology in Irish Place Names.' 

02/017 Peter Froggatt  Centre  QUB
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UPCOMING EVENTS IN 2019/20

The CANI programme 
for 2019/20 began on 16 
October with Dr Emma 
Southon?s talk on ?The 
Life and Legacy of 
Agrippina the Younger.? 
Dr Southon highlighted 
the importance of 
Agrippina to  the 

Julio-Claudian dynasty, but also how she 
was almost universally derided as an 
arch-manipulator. Because of her 
gender, her  achievements were often 
seen as crimes, with the Neronian lens 
further ruining Agrippina?s reputat ion. 

On 27 November, 
CANI welcomed 
Prof. Patrick 
Finglass (Bristol) 
to deliver our 
winter lecture on 

?A New Papyrus of Sophocles.? After 
summarising the myth of Tereus, Prof. 
Finglass highlighted the newly found 
sect ion of the otherwise missing Tereus 
of Sophocles and explained some of the 
linguist ic detect ive work necessary to 
decode what is happening in the scene 
presented on the papyrus.

This event also saw the second out ing of 
the CANI Bookshop. Its line up was 
bolstered not only by ancient themed 
toys from Susan Crawford but also a 
generous donation from Dr William 
Barr. CANI are very grateful to them and 
to those who took the t ime to peruse 
and buy from our select ion. 

On 6 February, Natalie Haynes will return to 
Belfast to present her talk 'Troy Story', in 
connect ion with her new novel, A Thousand 
Ships.

02/018 Peter Froggatt  Centre, QUB 
 
CANI will then return to the Ulster Museum 
for out Schools' Classics Conference  which 
will this year be a two day event over the 7-8 
February.  There will the re-enactors of Legion 
Ireland, artefact handling sessions, pract ical 
act ivit ies for primary schoolers and  talks 
from Natalie Haynes, Greer Ramsay, Amber 
Taylor and Helen McVeigh .

Summer School Winter Refresher 
Peter Froggatt  Centre, QUB  
25 January 2020 
  
'Lat in Etymology in Irish Place Names' 
Paul Tempan 
02/017 Peter Froggatt  Centre  QUB
29 January 2020, 6.45pm
 
'Troy Story' 
Natalie Haynes 
02/018 Peter Froggatt  Centre, QUB 
 6 February 2020, 6.45pm

Schools' Classics Conference 
Legion Ireland; Handling Sessions; Pract ical 
Act ivit ies; Talks from Natalie Haynes, Greer 
Ramsay, Amber Taylor and Helen McVeigh 
Ulster Museum, 7-8 February 2020 
  
CANI 4 Schools: Dalriada School, Ballymoney 
Dr John Curran (QUB) and Dr Peter Crawford  
20 February 2020, 9.30-1pm 
  
'What 's Blood Got  To Do With It? Athenian 
Cit izenship Law and Demosthenes 57' 
Dr Kerry Phelan 
02/017 Peter Froggatt  Centre, QUB  
18 March 2020, 6:45pm 



Website: classicalassociat ionni.wordpress.com/  

Email: classicalassociat ionni@hotmail.com 

Twit ter: @ClassAssocNI 

Facebook: The Classical Associat ion in Northern Ireland 

Instagram: classassocni 

Youtube: www.youtube.com/channel/UCu_hK8FzOnWopWhBuQ0bd2g 

TOP 5 TWEETS

6 October 
The feast of Sagar of 
Laodicea, reputedly a 
disciple of St Paul who 
suffered martyrdom under 
Marcus Aurelius, is held 
#OnThisDay 
  

10 October 
#OnThisDay in 19, 
Germanicus died in 
Ant ioch in mysterious 
circumstances, possibly 
poisoned by Calpurnius 
Piso on the connivance 
of Tiberius  

  
2 October 
Athalaric, king of the 
Ostrogoths, died 
#OnThisDay in 534 of 
alcohol and excess at just 
18 years old?   

  
2 December 
#OnThisDay in 88, 
Diogenes wrote to his 
brother Dorion to 
complain about the price 
of olive oil and asking him 
to send some high-quality 
oil with some wood.  

  
24 November
The feast of Mercurius, 
martyred under Decius in 
250 and 'responsible' for 
the death of Julian in 363, is 
celebrated #OnThisDay 

BLOG POSTS

CONTACT US

 

Helen McVeigh and Katerina Kolotourou looked at the story of the Thermopylae Gardens in 
Kilwarlin, their connect ion to one of the most famous batt les in world history and how they 
came to be in Co. Down.

We also had a look at the peculiar story of the supposed pre-natal crowning of Shapur II as 
King of the Persians, invest igat ing the circumstances of this rumour and whether there 
could be any truth to it .

The CANI blog has also played host to the Review of 2019, where we look back at all the 
events CANI has been involved with and hosted over the course of the calendar year.

Coming Soon

The CANI blog will cont inue its eclect ic line of subjects in 2020, with a 
piece on an interest ing document from the years after the fall of the 
Western Roman Empire in 476, ready to go. 

which highlights the cont inued Romanity of much of the bureaucracy and 
hierarchies in a 'barbarian' kingdom and leads to speculat ion about 
potent ial measures taken by Odoacer in his war against Theoderic.

There are also several other pieces in the workings. We will look at the ancient carnyx horn, 
a lesser known rebel in AD68, a possible social rebellion in Sparta, a trio of False Neros and 
the scholarly work of the emperor Claudius.

Check out  the CANI blog HERE

https://classicalassociationni.wordpress.com/category/blog/
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