
Issue X : October 2020
Welcome to Issue X of the CANI Newsletter! 

Well... hasn't  it  been a strange year so far...? 12 Labours and 10 plagues all wrapped up in about eight months... We at CANI hope you have all be 
staying safe and sound. Even with COVID and lockdown curtailing our 2020 programme of events, CANI has been able to share in the great success 
that was the virtual Belfast Summer School 2020. We have also launched an outreach init iat ive in order to use our various online platforms to bring 
the work of early career researchers to a wider audience. There is also news of the 2020/21 programme of events, likely to be all online, and the 
expansion of our blog to involve more video talks. 

N EW SLETTER

TH E CLA SSI CA L 
A SSOCI ATI ON  I N  
N ORTH ERN  I RELA N D 

SUMMER SCHOOL

As part  of our programme of events for 2020 
and outreach, CANI has put out a call of 
papers from early career researchers and 
students eager to present some aspect of 
their work.

These pieces will be presented as live streams, 
online videos or writ ten blogs on our websites 
and will look to show aspects of academia in a 
way that is accessible to all.

We have already received abstracts on 
subjects such as Roman populist  polit ics, 
Helen of Troy, Plato, provincial revolt , 
recept ion of the Iliad, epigraphy and the use of 
mirrors.

The first  video from the series should be 
posted on the CANI youtube channel in the 
next few weeks!

CANI OUTREACH 2020/21

PROGRAMME OF EVENTS 2020/21

In the midst of the COVID 
calamity, CANI was  proud to 
see the  Belfast Summer 
School  2020 have its most 
successful year yet!

From init ially being canceled to a  tentat ive 
toe dipped in the virtual waters to being 
inundated with eager Classical linguists from 
across the UK, Ireland, Belgium, Spain, 
Mexico, USA and Canada. 

Such was the deluge that the original single 
week of classes  in  Beginners, Intermediate 
and Advanced Lat in and Ancient Greek were 
increased to include a second week of 
classes! We know for a fact that inquiries for 
spaces were st ill coming in after the rosters of 
over 100 students were full.  We can also  
announce that such was the demand that next 
year's Summer School will feature an ew 
'Upper Intermediate' level. So more classes!

By all accounts, the students were extremely 
excited, impressed and thankful for the work 
put in by Helen McVeigh and her team of 
fantast ic tutors.

As part  of the Summer School, CANI Board 
members, Barry Trainor (Sparta) and John 
Curran (Herod) presented talks which will be 
posted on the CANI youtube channel.

Here's looking forward to another successful 
Summer School in 2021!

For more information on those involved in the 
2020 Summer School, click The Rising 
Phoenix or Belfast  Summer School 2020

Looking ahead to the rest of 2020 and on in 
2021, we hope to bring to you at least five 
talks, including three originally planned for 
the COVID-curtailed second half of the 
2019/20 programme.

Michael Hughes will speak on aspects of his 
award-winning work involving the Iliad. Dr 
Kerry Phelan will present her paper on 
Demosthenes and Dr John Curran will look at 
Freud in the Classical World.

These will be added to by talks from Isabelle 
Torrance on work being done by the Classical 
Influences and  Irish Culture project and 
Katerina Kolotorou on the Oracle at Dodone.

We also hope to host some blogs and videos 
on the 2500th anniversary of the Batt le of 
Thermopylae in 2021. 

All before the return of the expanded online 
and hopefully in person Summer School in 
July/August 2021.

CANI Outreach Webinars
Start ing October 2020

?In Conversat ion With...?
Michael Hughes
21 October 2020

?What 's Blood Got  To Do With It? Athenian 
Cit izenship Law and Demosthenes 57?
Kerry Phelan
2 December 2020

Belfast  Summer School Refresher Day 
23 January 2021

'Classical Influences and Irish Culture project '
Isabelle Torrance  (Aarhus University)
27 January 2021

?Freud, the Greeks and the Invent ion of 
Personality?
John Curran Date TBD

'The Oracle at  Dodone'
Katerina Kolotourou Date TBD

Belfast  Summer School in Classics
Beginners, Lower Intermediate, Upper 
Intermediate and Advanced Lat in and Greek
5-16 July, 26 July- 6 August 2021 
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: classicalassociat ionni.wordpress.com/  

: classicalassociat ionni@hotmail.com 

: @ClassAssocNI 

: The Classical Associat ion in Northern Ireland 

: classassocni 

: www.youtube.com/channel/UCu_hK8FzOnWopWhBuQ0bd2g 

9 Sept em ber
Perhaps #OnThisDay in 9, Varus' 
legions were caught in a German 
ambush led by Arminius; Augustus 
never got them 

26 Sept em ber
#OnThisDay in 46BC, 
Julius Caesar 
dedicated a temple to 
Venus Genetrix 
fulfilling a vow he 
made at the Pharsalus

15 August  
Octavian completes his 
triple triumph 
#OnThisDay in 29BC 
with a celebration of 
his annexation of 
Egypt

13 August
Octavian celebrated 
the first of his triple 
triumph, a victory 
over the Dalmatae, 
#OnThisDay in 29BC

2 August
#OnThisDay in 
47BC, Julius Caesar 
wins his decisive 
"veni, vidi, vici" 
victory over 
Pharnaces II of 
Pontus at Zela

TOP 5 TWEETS BLOGS, VIDEOS, PODCASTS ETC.

CONTACT US

The CANI Blog has remained act ive throughout the 
various stages of lockdown. It  has seen pieces on the 
'adventures' and recept ion of Nero after his death; a 
look at Classical inspirat ions for Street Names in 
modern Belfast; a short  invest igat ion 
on various passages that could be said 
to answer the 'reference' of See Ovid 

I.9 and a look at the Summer School tutors. the most recent entry 
has bee on the scholarly endeavours of the emperor Claudius.

We have also cont inued to branch out into videos, with posts from 
Raoul McLaughlin on Augustus' relat ions with India and a look at 
Palmyra, while John Curran's talk from the Summer School 2020 on 
the craziness of King Herod has also been posted. 

Coming Soon

Looking ahead, there is a blog on a somewhat forgotten Gothic takeover of an 
imperial capital 10 years before Alaric's Sack of Rome. We also have a jovial look at 
the sheer number of reasons given for the fall of the Roman Empire should there 
be room to post it . As for video blogs, Barry Trainor's Summer School talk on 
seercraft  in Sparta will be posted soon, as will the first  of the first  entry in the CANI 
Outreach webinar series from Megan Bowler on Plato and Philosopher Queens.

Check out  the CANI blog HERE

The CANI Annual for 2019 is also available. If you have not received your 
electronic copy, drop CANI an email at  the address listed below.

A look at all of the modern 
countries whose territory was 
at least part ially taken in by the 
expanse of the Roman Empire... 
There is probably room to 
stretch some of those front iers 
a lit t le further... or would that 
be listening to the Roman 
propaganda machine of 
'perpetual victory' too much...?

https://classicalassociationni.wordpress.com/category/blog/
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