
Issue X I : January 2021
Welcome to Issue XI of the CANI Newsletter! 

The 12 Labours and 10 plagues cont inue... While it  has not been at all easy, we at CANI hope you have all been able to enjoy at least some facets of 
Christmas and New Year 'celebrat ions'. As you can imagine, we do not have much in the way of updates for the 2021 programme as we (along with 
the rest of you!) are in something of a holding pattern regarding  our events and plans - no Christmas public reading of an ancient text or plans for 
our annual school conference to report  on... However, we can report on our two online events to take place in the last quarter of 2020 and the 
growth of our Youtube channel as an out let for recorded talks and presentat ions. Stay safe.
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REVIEWS

The CANI Outreach programme has hit  
screens on our Youtube channel with Megan 
Bowler. a final year undergraduate at Oriel 
College, Oxford, present ing on ?Sex and the 
City: Plato on Philosopher-Queens in the 
Republic and Laws?.

This excellent piece is the first  of many papers 
to be hosted by CANI online from early career 
researchers and students eager to present 
some aspect of their work to a wider public 
than they otherwise might have been able to.

We have already received abstracts on a wide 
array of subjects such as Roman populist  
polit ics, Helen of Troy on vases, provincial 
revolt , recept ion of the Iliad, epigraphy and 
the use of mirrors. We hope to be 
post ing/host ing them in the New Year.

You can watch Megan's talk (and several of 
our other presentat ions) by clicking HERE.

CANI OUTREACH 2021

PROGRAMME OF EVENTS 2020/21

While COVID19 prevented CANI host ing 
parts of our 2020/21 programme in person, 
we were able to host two of the events online.

On 21 October, 
CANI chair and 
convenor Helen 
McVeigh hosted a 
conversat ion with 

Michael Hughes, an event originally 
postponed from the end of the 2019/20 
programme.

The conversat ion looked as his 
Northern Irish roots, his career 
as an actor and his choice of 
mixing the background of the 
Troubles with the Iliad in his 
award-winning 'Country'.

On 2 December, Dr Kerry 
Phelan (Maynooth), one of the 
original tutors at the Belfast 
Summer School, presented a 
talk on '?Alien vs Cit izen: How to 
Determine Descent in Classical 
Athens?. Her focus was on the 

court  case recorded in Demosthenes, Or. 57 
'Against Euboulides', and how it  presented 
the arguments over how to prove or disprove 
cit izenship of a certain city-state.

Both online events attracted 
dozens of live viewers, not to 
mention hundreds more 
since, while Michael and 
Kerry were delighted by the 
depth, quality and sheer 
number of the quest ions 
asked by the viewers.

Both of these talks are available to be viewed 
on the CANI Youtube channel.

Looking ahead to 2021, we hope to fulfill all of 
our planned events, start ing with the highly 
popular Belfast Summer School host ing its 
Refresher Day in Greek and Lat in (online this 
t ime) in January.

Isabelle Torrance from Aarhus University in 
Denmark will present a taster of the work 
done by Classical Influences and  Irish Culture 
project.

Dr John Curran (QUB) will look at 'Freud, the 
Greeks and the Invent ion of Personality', 
while Katerina Kolotourou will look at 'The 
Oracle of Dodone.

We also hope to host some blogs and videos 
on the 2500th anniversary of the Batt le of 
Thermopylae in 2021. 

All before the return of the expanded online 
Ancient Greek and Lat in Summer School in 
July and August 2021.

Belfast  Summer School Refresher 
Day in Greek and Lat in 
23 January 2021

'Classical Influences and Irish 
Culture Project '
Isabelle Torrance  (Aarhus University)
27 January 2021

?Freud, the Greeks and the 
Invent ion of Personality?

John Curran (QUB)
Date TBD

'The Oracle at  Dodone'
Katerina Kolotourou 
Date TBD

Belfast  Summer School in Classics
Beginners, Lower Intermediate, Upper 
Intermediate and Advanced Lat in and 
Greek
5-16 July, 26 July- 6 August 2021 

https://youtu.be/b_2eDjqJzTY
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4 December
Perhaps #OnThisDay in 530BC, 
the Persian king Cyrus the Great 
was killed fight ing steppe 
tribesmen on the eastern front ier 
of his empire

29 October
Following his victory at Milvian 
Bridge, Constant ine entered Rome 
with great ceremony #OnThisDay 
in 312

13 November
The Orthodox feast 
commemorat ing the accession 
of John Chrysostom as 
archbishop of Constant inople in 
397 is held #OnThisDay

3 December
#OnThisDay in 62BC, 
the Bona Dea rituals 
hosted in the house of 
the pont ifex maximus 
Julius Caesar were 
desecrated by the 
presence of Clodius Pulcher dressed as a 
woman

21 November
#OnThisDay in 164BC, the 
Temple of Jerusalem was 
rededicated by Judas 
Maccabeus following the 
success of the revolt  
against the Seleucids

TOP 5 TWEETS BLOGS, VIDEOS, PODCASTS ETC.

CONTACT US

The last three months has seen the CANI Blog move 
much more solidly into the realm of video post ing.

Along with the aforementioned talks by Michael 
Hughes, Dr Kerry Phelan and Megan Bowler, a 
recording of Barry Trainor's (a PhD student at QUB) 
Belfast Summer School talk on 'The Praying Mantis: 
Seercraft  in Ancient Sparta' is available to be 
watched online. 

Coming Soon

The New Year will see a return of writ ten blogs 
along with more video presentat ions. We have 
writ ten pieces on Arion and the Dolphin, 
Oroetes the Satrap, Democedes of Croton 
bringing Persian forces to Italy and a look at the 
sheer number of reasons given for the fall of the 
Roman Empire all ready to go.

In terms of videos, Helen McVeigh's talk on 'The Greek Novel' given for Maynooth 
University is also ready for post ing. We should hopefully be able to add recordings 
of our upcoming online events.

Check out  the CANI blog HERE

The CANI Annual for 2019 is also available. If you have not received your 
electronic copy, drop CANI an email at  classicalassociat ionni@hotmail.com

https://classicalassociationni.wordpress.com/category/blog/
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